UAB Department of Mathematics

SYLLABUS (Wednesdays)
MA 098 – Review of Basic Algebra
Semester: Spring ‘07

Section: 059

Course ID: thorn29350
UAB zip code: 35294
Instructor: Thorn
 
Instructor e-mail: cmthorn@uab.edu
    
phone: 934-2154 
Instructor office hours: Monday 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
NOTE: All instructor office hours are conducted in the UAB Math Learning Laboratory (MLL), room 443 of Campbell Hall.

Class meeting time: This class will meet according to the following schedule.

Wednesday, January 10th
Subsequent to Wednesday, January 10th, the class will meet in the normal classroom location only one day per week, every Wednesday (except for Wednesday, March 14th) through Wednesday, April 25th.
Class meeting location: EB 133
Attendance policy: Attendance at every class meeting is required. Roll will be taken. There are 15 scheduled class meetings. Students earn 4 points toward their final grade for each class meeting attended. To earn the points students must be in the classroom at the start of the class meeting and at the end of the class meeting. The following rules apply:

1. Students may not sign the roll for another student. Violation of this policy will result in a grade of F for academic misconduct.

2. If you come late to the class meeting, and the roll has passed your seat, do not ask to sign it. 

3. Do not sign the roll if you intend to leave the class early.

4. In case of emergency, students may leave the class without the instructor’s permission. Just leave quietly with minimal disruption to the rest of the class.
Prerequisite.    None. (see ACT Math Subscore/GPA Grid in the latest UAB Class Schedule for Math Screening Requirements).
Course Structure: This course is primarily computer-based. All homework and quiz assignments are on-line and can be completed either on your own computer or using one of the computers in the UAB Math Learning Lab (MLL in room 443 of Campbell Hall). All tests are also done on the computer, but are done on one of the computers in the UAB Math Testing Center (MTC in room 445 of Campbell Hall.). The course is self-paced in that you can work as fast as you want, but you cannot work as slowly as you want. In order to receive credit for homework, quizzes and tests, the work must be done on or in advance of course deadline dates. See the course schedule at the back of this syllabus for the course deadline dates.
Materials:  There is a textbook for this course. The text is optional. Some students want to have the text in their hands, and some students are satisfied with an on-line version of the text. The choice is up to you. Either way, you must purchase a course ACCESS CODE. The access code comes in a Student Access Kit for MyMathLab that you can purchase as a stand-alone item at www.coursecompass.com. If you elect to buy the textbook, the Student Access Kit with the access code comes shrink-wrapped with the book. Purchase one or the other. DO NOT PURCHASE BOTH.
The textbook is Prealgebra, Fourth Edition, by Elayn Martin-Gay, published by Pearson Prentice-Hall, 2004. BE SURE TO PURCHASE THE CORRECT BOOK.
Getting Started: The first thing you must do is register for your on-line course materials. Go to www.coursecompass.com and click the Register button for students.  Follow the instructions provided on the CourseCompass website.  To register, you will need the following:

1. Your student@uab.edu email address. Every student at UAB is required to have an @uab.edu email address for official university and instructor communications, and for registration in this course. The Math Department standard for the required student login name is your complete email address; for example, imastudent@uab.edu. USE YOUR COMPLETE UAB EMAIL ADDRESS FOR YOUR LOGIN NAME. 

2. The Course ID for this particular section of MA098. Your Course ID is thorn29350.

3. A Student Access Code. This is the access code that you purchase with your text, or that you purchase as a stand-alone item. It comes inside an 8 ½ by 10 inch cardboard package labeled MyMathLab Student Access Kit.
4. The zip code for UAB. The zip code is 35294.

Math Help. Tutoring assistance is available in the Math Learning Lab (MLL) located in Campbell Hall Room 443. The MLL is normally open Monday through Thursday 9 AM to 7 PM and Friday, 9 AM to 12 noon. The hours of operation are posted on the door, and can also be viewed on-line at www.math.uab.edu, under Math Help. 

Calculator policy. Scientific calculators may be used for homework and quizzes. Note that all tests for this course are administered in the UAB Math Testing Center. Students may not bring calculators into the testing center. There will be an on-screen calculator available for your use when testing. It would be to your advantage if you familiarized yourself with the use of the on-screen calculator in the Math Learning Lab, before you have to take a test in the Testing Center. 
Course Grades: Students earn their grade in the course by accumulating points. There is a maximum of 1000 points available. Student letter grades are awarded as follows. Students can go to info.math.uab.edu to review the status of their grades in the course.
	Number of Points
	Letter Grade

	700 to 1000
	P(pass)

	500 to 699
	NP (not passed)

	Below 500
	F (Fail)

	Grade Element
	Points
	Quantity
	Total Points

	Homework
	5
	14
	70

	Class meetings
	4 
	15
	60

	Quizzes
	10
	10
	100

	MLL attendance
	5
	14
	70

	Tests
	140
	5
	700

	Total points
	
	
	1000


*Note:   If a student makes a grade of NP, the course must be retaken.
Homework: There are 14 homework assignments. For each assignment you can earn up to 5 points, based on your homework score. An unlimited number of attempts can be made on each homework problem. You earn points for homework completed on or before the due date. After the due date, you can review homework assignments but you can no longer work on problems and improve your homework score.
Class Meetings: There are 15 class meetings. For each class meeting that you attend, you will earn 4 points. Points are earned if you are on time, and if you stay in the classroom for the entire class meeting. Credit for class meeting attendance begins with the class scheduled on Wednesday, January 10th, and then every class meeting until the end of the course. Class attendance credit for missed classes, with a valid excuse, can be awarded at the discretion of the instructor 
Quizzes: There are ten quizzes. Each quiz is worth 10 points. You take the quizzes on your own schedule, but you can only earn the quiz points if the quiz is taken on or before the due date. Quizzes can be taken at home or in the Math Learning Lab. You must complete the quiz by yourself. You may not obtain assistance from a fellow student or from a tutor. The quizzes are timed. Once you begin a quiz you have 30 minutes to complete it. Each quiz can be taken a maximum of two times. The higher grade attained will count.

MLL Attendance: Students earn points by attending and using the facilities of the UAB Math Learning Laboratory (MLL). Students can work on their homework, take quizzes, obtain tutoring assistance, and listen to course video lectures in the MLL. (To watch and listen to computer video lectures, students can bring their own headsets or can check out a headset from the MLL.) Time spent taking tests counts as MLL time. When you come into the MLL and log on to the course homework system, your time in the MLL is recorded. MLL time is accumulated until you logout or there is a 15 minute delay with no keyboard activity. 
WARNING: If you fail to logout when you finish your work in the MLL, you will receive credit for only 15 minutes of time in the lab that day. Do not let this happen.  Also, if you logout immediately, you will receive credit for only 15 minutes, no matter how long you are actually in the MLL.
MLL points are awarded as follows:
	Time in the MLL per week
	Points Earned

	4 hours or more
	5

	3 but less than 4 hours
	4

	2 but less than 3 hours
	3

	1 but less than 2 hours
	2

	Not zero, but up to 1 hour
	1

	Zero time
	0


Lab Credit: A “week” for MLL attendance purposes includes all lab time between homework assignment due dates. The end of an MLL “week” is the same date as each homework due date. So, for example, the first MLL “week” ends at 11:59 PM on January 18th, the due date for homework assignment 1. The 14th lab “week” ends on Tuesday, May 1st.  If there is a quiz or test scheduled for a given week, and the student makes a grade of 80% or higher on the quiz or test, full lab attendance credit will be awarded for that week. (This provision does not apply to class meeting points.) See the table below.
	MLL 

Week
	Begin Date

of MLL wk
	End Date

of MLL wk
	If you make 80% or greater on this

Test or Quiz, you get 5 MLL points

	1
	1/10/07
	1/18/07
	Quiz 1

	2
	1/19/07
	1/25/07
	Quiz 2

	3
	1/26/07
	2/8/07
	Quiz 3; Test 1 *

	4
	2/9/07
	 2/15/07
	

	5
	2/16/07
	2/22/07
	Quiz 4

	6
	2/23/07
	3/1/07
	Test 2; Quiz 5 *

	7
	3/2/07
	3/8/07
	Quiz 6

	8
	3/9/07
	3/22/07
	Quiz 7

	9
	3/23/07
	3/29/07
	Test 3

	10
	3/30/07
	4/5/07
	Quiz 8

	11
	4/6/07
	4/12/07
	

	12
	4/13/07
	4/19/07
	Quiz 9

	13
	4/20/07
	4/26/07
	Test 4

	14
	4/27/07
	5/1/07
	Quiz 10


* 80% on either assessment.
Tests: There are five major tests to be taken. Tests are taken in the UAB Math Testing Center in room 445 of Campbell Hall. The tests are timed and are 75 minutes long. You must schedule a test in advance using the UAB Test Scheduling Application Program. Students who miss scheduled test appointments will be blocked from re-scheduling the test, and will be un-blocked only after a personal meeting with the Math Testing Center staff. Tests must be taken on or before the deadline date of each test. Note that tests do not have to be taken at a specific date and time. A word of advice: SCHEDULE AND TAKE TESTS IN ADVANCE OF DEADLINE DATES. YOU MUST SCHEDULE A TEST AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE FOR EACH TEST YOU TAKE.  ANY CHANGES TO YOUR REGISTRATION  MUST BE MADE AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF YOUR SCHEDULED TEST TIME.
Make-up policy: No make-ups are allowed for quizzes. There is no appeal for missed lab attendance points, missed homework deadlines or missed quiz dates. If a major test deadline is missed due to a serious verifiable circumstance, the student may submit a written appeal to the Introductory Math Curriculum Director in room 452 of Campbell Hall. The appeal letter with supporting documents attached must be received no later than one week after the missed deadline. The appeal will be reviewed by the Director, the course instructor, the course coordinator and the Supervisor of the MLL. The student will receive a prompt reply as to the adjudication of the appeal.
Course Completion: The course is complete once the student takes Test 5. At that point the student will receive class meeting and MLL attendance credit for the remainder of the semester. The last day to take Test 5 is the last day of finals, May 4, 2007.

Cell Phones. Student cell phones must be turned off and put away during all class meetings. In the Math Learning Lab, cell phones must be turned to vibrate mode. Cell phones are not permitted in the Math Testing Center. 

Notebook. Students are required to have a notebook in which they can record class meeting notes, file this syllabus, file instructor e-mail messages, and file other course related information. 

Disability Support Services (DSS). DSS offers tutoring and special accommodations to students who qualify. The UAB DSS office is located on the fifth floor of the Hill University Center, telephone: 934-4205, e-mail: dss@uab.edu. Students who have a DSS-approved accommodation for extended test times will take quizzes and tests that have a longer time duration. See your instructor for further information. 
Course Description: (3 semester hours). Whole Numbers.  Integers.  Solving Equations and Problem Solving.  Fractions.  Decimals.  Ratio and Proportion.  Percent.  Geometry.  Polynomials.
Withdrawal: The last day for withdrawing from this course without the payment of full tuition and fees is January 11, 2007. The last day to withdraw from this course with a grade of W is March 7, 2007. Students withdraw from a course by completing the appropriate paperwork in the UAB Registrar’s Office in the Hill University Center. The signature of the instructor is not required. 

Deadline Dates: See the table below for the course deadlines.

	DEADLINE DATE SUMMARY

	Homework
	Quizzes
	Major Tests

	No.
	Text sections
	Date
	No. 
	Text sections
	Date
	No.
	Text sections
	Date

	1
	1.3,1.6,1.7,1.8,1.9


	1/18
	1
	1.3,1.6,1.7,1.8,1.9


	1/18
	
	
	

	2
	2.1-2.5
	1/25
	2
	2.1-2.5
	1/25
	1
	Chapters 1&2
	2/2

	3
	3.1-3.5
	2/8
	3
	3.1-3.5
	2/8
	
	
	

	4
	4.1-4.5
	2/15
	
	
	
	2
	Chapter 3
	2/23

	5
	4.6-4.8
	2/22
	4
	4.1-4.8
	2/22
	
	
	

	6
	5.1-5.5
	3/1
	5
	5.1-5.5
	3/1
	
	
	

	7
	5.6-5.8
	3/8
	6
	5.6-5.8
	3/8
	3
	Chapters 4&5
	3/23

	8
	6.1-6.5
	3/22
	7
	6.1-6.5
	3/22
	
	
	

	9
	7.1,7.2
	3/29
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	7.4-7.6
	4/5
	8
	7.1-7.6
	4/5
	4
	Chapters 6&7
	4/20

	11
	9.1-9.4
	4/12
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	9.5-9.7
	4/19
	9
	9.1-9.7
	4/19
	
	
	

	13
	10.1,10.2
	4/26
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	10.3,10.4
	5/1
	10
	10.1-10.4
	5/1
	5
	Chapters 9&10
	5/4


UAB Math Testing Center

Guidelines for Testing

In order to use this test registration system, you must read and agree to the following Testing/Registration Rules and Procedures:

1.  It is my responsibility to register for and take the correct test by each deadline.
2. Since the testing center has limited space, there is no guarantee that I will be able to schedule a test if I try to do so close to the deadline. 

3. I may not schedule a test on the same day I want to take it --- I must schedule an appointment well in advance.  

4. It is my responsibility to check my confirmation email immediately after registering for a test to be sure that the date and time are correct.  

5. All test registrations and any cancellations must be made at least 24 hours in advance of the testing time.   

6. If I arrive late for my scheduled appointment, I will not be able to test.  I will be blocked from scheduling any more tests.  I must go the testing center and speak with the MTC staff before I can schedule another test.

7. If I miss a scheduled appointment, I will be blocked from scheduling any more tests.  I must go the the testing center and speak with the MTC staff before I can schedule another test.

8. If I register for the wrong test and show up at the testing center, I will not be able to test and must schedule a new appointment on another day for the correct test.

9. I must present my UAB ID or a valid government-issued ID in order to take a test (no exceptions will be made).

10. I may NOT test earlier or later than my scheduled testing time.

11. All personal belongings must be put away beneath the testing table.

12. NO electronic devices are allowed during testing.

13. If I have a cell phone, it must be turned off and put away while I am taking my test.

14. If I create a disturbance during testing (including cell phone vibrations or rings), I will be dismissed from the testing center immediately. 

15. Only the computer calculator may be used when I take a test.

16. Scratch paper will be provided as needed, so I cannot use my own paper.

17. I must provide my own pencil or pen; the testing center does not have any to loan.

18. If I have any questions about registration and testing procedures, I will ask my instructor or I will go to the testing center and speak with the MTC staff.

19. I understand that I CANNOT hit the browser “Back” button during a test because that will cause the test to be terminated.

If you understand and agree to the rules and procedures, click agree.  


Otherwise, click cancel and talk to the director of the testing center.






cancel

          agree


